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WRITE TO LEARN

• Do not stop to think first - just write. 

• Write for the entire minute. Keep pencils moving.



EXAMINING ENGAGEMENT

• What are some reasons students may be less engaged in class? 

• Who is responsible for ensuring student engagement and why?



DESIGNING FOR ENGAGEMENT

• Shift thinking toward designing learning environments. 

• Develop open-ended and low risk classroom activities. 

• Minimize single answer discussions and use a mix of independent 
and collaborative activity (write to learn is a good example). Groups 
of two are often best. 

• Provide opportunities to engage at all levels of Bloom’s. Give 
students a chance to DO a variety of things during class.



EXAMPLE

60 is the smallest number that can be divided by all numbers 1-5. What 
is the smallest number that can divide by the numbers 1-10? 

(What about 1-20?)



ANSWER: LOOK AT PRIME FACTORS

2 
3 
4 = 2x2 
5 
6 =2x3 
7 
8 = 2x2x2 
9 = 3x3 
10 = 2x5 
2 x 3 x 2 x 5 x 7 x 2 x 3 = 2520

What about the smallest for 
the numbers 1-20?



DESIGNING FOR ENGAGEMENT

• Shift thinking toward designing learning environments. 

• Develop open-ended and low risk classroom activities. 

• Minimize single answer discussions and use a mix of independent 
and collaborative activity (write to learn is a good example). Groups 
of two are often best. 

• Provide opportunities to engage at all levels of Bloom’s. Give 
students a chance to DO a variety of things during class.



O
pen Ended A

ctivity - Closed Q
uestioning



THREE LEVELS OF THINKING

Level One: What does the text say? 

Who are the characters? What is the setting? When or where did something happen? 

Level Two: What does the text mean? 

Why do the characters do what they do? Why does a government pass a certain law? 

Level Three: What are the universal implications or themes? 

How does conflict shape a character? How will a given choice, law, etc. impact a 
community/country/world in the long run?



THREE LEVELS OF THINKING: EXAMPLES

In the nursery rhyme “Jack and Jill”, what got broken and how did it 
break? Why did Jill fall after Jack? How does the accessibility of fresh 
water limit or foster human development? 

In the story The Three Little Pigs, which of the little pigs’ houses 
collapses and why? What other choices could the little pigs have made 
in order to create a different outcome for the story? How do natural 
resources shape the architectural choices of a society, and how, in turn, 
does architecture shape the values of a culture?



WRITE TO LEARN

• What’s at stake if we fail to engage students effectively in rigorous 
critical thinking? 

• What does academically rigorous engagement look like?



GAMIFICATION AND GAME-BASED 
LEARNING

• Can be low level (recall) or high level (evaluation, creation, etc.). 

• Some low level activity is good for engagement. 

• Tools like Kahoot and Socrative are a good place to start.



TIME TO PLAY

• 1 = Red 

• 2 = Yellow 

• 3 = Blue 

• 4 = Green 

• 5 = Orange 

• 6 = Purple



“CURIOSITY IS THE TRIGGER”

“In other words, the desire to find out what happens next. That feeling 
of pleasure is actually a rush of dopamine. It’s our neural reward for 
curiosity, urging us to keep [going] until we find the answer. Story is 
what captivates the brain.”  

 – Lisa Cron, author of Wired for Story



WRITE

• How can you use story in your classes to engage students?





FIVE DYNAMICS OF AN ENGAGING 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

In every lesson, students need to:  

• Read  

• Write  

• Talk  

• Listen  

• Move


